
2023-2024 Granville High School English Department Summer Reading

Reading over the summer months is critical for students to maintain literary skill. Research shows that students who do not

read over the summer demonstrate losses in reading achievement from the end of one school year to the beginning of the

next. Therefore, we believe that summer reading is an essential component of the Granville High School curriculum.

Students entering grades 9-12 are required to complete their summer reading selections by the first day of the school

year. Assessments will vary based on the level of the course, and this document contains links to reading guides intended

to aid comprehension. Book summaries are provided below courtesy of various web sources in order to assist in making

selections. Works indicated with a (*) symbol are recommended for students enrolled in the Global Scholars Program.
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Literature Survey and Composition

REQUIRED CHOICE READING:

Choose ONE book from the following list and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Acevedo, Elizabeth - The Poet X
Winner of the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, The Poet X tells the story of Xiomara Batista, a teen who
feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her
frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers. Contains mature
situations and language.

Buxbaum, Julie - Admission: A Novel
It's good to be Chloe Wynn Berringer—she has it all—money, privilege, and a ticket to the college of her dreams. Or at least
she did until the FBI came knocking on her front door, and her future went up in smoke. Now her B list celebrity mother is
under arrest in a massive college admissions bribery scandal, and Chloe might be the next one facing charges. Contains mature
situations and mild language.

Cisneros, Sandra - The House on Mango Street
The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago,
inventing for herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of vignettes--sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply
joyous--Sandra Cisneros' award-winning masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and self-discovery. Contains mature
situations and violence.
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Dimaline, Cherie - The Marrow Thieves
In this award-winning dystopian novel, humanity has nearly destroyed its world through global warming, but now an even
greater evil lurks. The indigenous people of North America are being hunted and harvested for their bone marrow, which
carries the key to recovering something the rest of the population has lost: the ability to dream. In this dark world, Frenchie
and his companions struggle to survive as they make their way up north to the old lands. Contains mature situations, mature
language, and violence.

Jackson, Shirley - The Haunting of Hill House
First published in 1959, Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of Hill House has been hailed as a perfect work of unnerving terror. It
is the story of four seekers who arrive at a notoriously unfriendly place called Hill House. At first, their stay seems destined to
be merely a spooky encounter with inexplicable phenomena. But Hill House is gathering its powers—and soon it will choose
one of them to make its own. Contains mature situations and language.

Lockhart, E. - The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks
A witty novel about boarding school high jinks of a most cerebral order. Sixteen-year-old Frankie starts her sophomore year
with elevated social status thanks to having become the main squeeze of Big Man on Campus, Matthew Livingston. Frankie
confides her conflicted feelings about being "arm candy" to roommate Trish, who responds with sweet but Valley Girl-esque
befuddlement befitting someone who stays home making fruit crumbles while the boys go out partying. Frankie plots to
infiltrate the Loyal Order of the Basset Hounds, an all-male secret society. Contains mature situations and language.

Herbach, Geoff - Stupid Fast
Fifteen-year-old Felton Reinstein has always been on the smallish side, but in his sophomore year he starts growing...and
growing. Felton has never been interested in sports, but now he is "stupid fast." As he juggles his newfound athletic prowess,
his mom's sudden depression, an annoying little brother, and his first love, he discovers a shocking secret about his past which
explains why he's turning out the way he is. Contains mature situations, mature language, and references to suicide.

Reynolds, Jason, and Brendan Kiely - All American Boys
In this New York Times bestselling novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent
act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension. Written in tandem
by two award-winning authors, this four-starred reviewed tour de force shares the alternating perspectives of Rashad and
Quinn as the complications from that single violent moment, the type taken directly from today’s headlines, unfold and
reverberate to highlight an unwelcome truth. Winner of multiple awards including the Coretta Scott King Award. Contains
mature situations, mature language, and violence.

Sáenez, Benjamin Alire - Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world.
When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time
together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. Winner of various
awards including the Michael L. Prinz Award. Contains mature situations including LGBTQ+ issues and mature language.

Westerfeld, Scott - Leviathan
Leviathan is set in an alternate version of the First World War. The year is 1914, and war is imminent, upon the assassination
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife. But aside from that, all is different in this alternate continuum. The Germans and
their allies, known as "Clankers," have perfected super-mechanized craft of war. The British, or "Darwinists," rely on
bioengineering: aerial whales, souped-up tiger draft beasts, and so forth. Garnering attention among the Clankers is Prince
Alek, only child of Franz and commoner Sophie, on the run from the Austrian Emperor. Among the Brits, Deryn, a young girl
masquerading as a male midshipman in the imperial air force. This is the first book of the Leviathan trilogy.

Zoboi, Ibi- Pride
Zuri Benitez has pride-- Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her Afro-Latino roots. But pride might not be enough to
save her rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from becoming unrecognizable. When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across
the street, Zuri wants nothing to do with their two teenage sons, especially the judgmental and arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and
Darius are forced to find common ground, their initial dislike shifts into an unexpected understanding in this timely update of
Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice. Contains mature situations and mature language.
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ADVANCED Literature Survey and Composition

Students enrolled in Advanced Literature Survey and Composition should read the following

as a required FIRST selection and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Rostand, Edmund - Cyrano de Bergerac
One of the most beloved heroes of the stage, Cyrano de Bergerac is a magnificent wit who, despite his many gifts, feels that no woman
can ever love him because of his enormous nose. He adores the beautiful Roxanne but, lacking courage, decides instead to help the
tongue-tied but winsome Christian woo the fair lady by providing him with flowery sentiments and soulful poetry. Roxanne is
smitten—but is it Christian she loves or Cyrano?

Students enrolled in Advanced Literature Survey and Composition should also choose

a SECOND selection from the list below for a total of TWO books.

For these books, complete the second half of the reading guide linked above.

Cisneros, Sandra - The House on Mango Street
The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago,
inventing for herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of vignettes--sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply
joyous--Sandra Cisneros' award-winning masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and self-discovery. Contains mature
situations and violence.

Jackson, Shirley - The Haunting of Hill House
First published in 1959, Shirley Jackson's The Haunting of Hill House has been hailed as a perfect work of unnerving terror. It
is the story of four seekers who arrive at a notoriously unfriendly place called Hill House. At first, their stay seems destined to
be merely a spooky encounter with inexplicable phenomena. But Hill House is gathering its powers—and soon it will choose
one of them to make its own. Contains mature situations and language.

Kidd, Sue Monk - The Secret Life of Bees 
Fourteen-year-old Lily Owens lost her beloved mother when she was only four, and later found a fiercely protective
"stand-in," her abusive father's outspoken housekeeper, Rosaleen. Ignoring differences in age and color, these two unlikely
companions set off on a seemingly aimless pilgrimage that ends at the home of a trio of eccentric bee-keeping black
sisters.  An excerpt from The Secret Life of Bees was selected as a notable story in Best American Short Stories. Nominated for
the prestigious Orange Prize for Fiction in England. Contains mature situations.

Kingsolver, Barbara - The Bean Trees
The Bean Trees is the charming, engrossing tale of rural Kentucky native Taylor Greer, who only wants to get away from her roots
and avoid getting pregnant. She succeeds, but inherits a three-year-old Native American girl named Turtle along the way, and
together, from Oklahoma to Arizona, half-Cherokee Taylor and her charge search for a new life in the West. Hers is a story about
love and friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the discovery of surprising resources in seemingly empty places. Contains
mature situations.

McCullers, Carson - The Member of the Wedding
Twelve-year-old Frankie is utterly, hopelessly bored with life until she hears about her older brother’s wedding. Bolstered by
lively conversations with her family maid, Berenice, and her six-year-old cousin—not to mention her own unbridled
imagination—Frankie takes on an overly active role in the wedding, hoping even to go, uninvited, on the honeymoon, so deep is
her desire to be a member of something larger, more accepting than herself. Contains mature situations

Morrison, Toni - The Bluest Eye
In Morrison’s acclaimed first novel, Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in an America whose love for its blond,
blue-eyed children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes to turn blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that people will look
at her, so that her world will be different. This is the story of the nightmare at the heart of her yearning, and the tragedy of its
fulfillment. Contains violence, mature language, and mature situations. 

Shaw, George Bernard- Pygmalion
The Pygmalion of legend falls in love with his perfect female statue and persuades Venus to bring her to life so that he can marry
her. But Shaw radically reworks Ovid’s tale to give it a feminist slant: while Higgins teaches Eliza to speak and act like a duchess,
she also asserts her independence, adamantly refusing to be his creation.
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Wharton, Edith - The Age of Innocence
Winner of the 1921 Pulitzer Prize, The Age of Innocence is Edith Wharton’s masterful portrait of desire and betrayal during the
sumptuous Golden Age of Old New York, a time when society “dreaded scandal more than disease.” This is Newland Archer’s
world as he prepares to marry the beautiful but conventional May Welland. But when the mysterious Countess Ellen Olenska
returns to New York after a disastrous marriage, Archer falls deeply in love with her. Torn between duty and passion, Archer
struggles to make a decision that will either courageously define his life—or mercilessly destroy it.

Wilde, Oscar - The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde’s legendary wit dazzles in The Importance of Being Earnest, one of the greatest and most popular works of drama to
emerge from Victorian England. A light-hearted satire of the absurdity of all forms and conventions, this comic masterpiece
features an unforgettable cast of characters who, as critic Max Beerbohm observed, “speak a kind of beautiful nonsense—the
language of high comedy, twisted into fantasy.”

Williams, Tennessee - The Glass Menagerie
In Tennessee Williams' seminal classic, an aging Southern belle's preoccupation with her past and her dreams for her children's
futures threaten to smother her painfully shy daughter and her aspiring writer son. A gentleman caller's visit offers false hope and
disrupts the family's precarious balance.
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World Literature and Composition

REQUIRED CHOICE READING:

Choose ONE book from the following list and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Allende, Isabel - A Long Petal of the Sea
In the late 1930s, civil war grips Spain. When General Franco and his Fascists succeed in overthrowing the government, hundreds of
thousands are forced to flee in a treacherous journey over the mountains to the French border. Among them is Roser, a pregnant young
widow, who finds her life intertwined with that of Victor Dalmau, an army doctor and the brother of her deceased love. In order to
survive, the two must unite in a marriage neither of them desires. Together with two thousand other refugees, Roser and Victor embark
on the SS Winnipeg, a ship chartered by the poet Pablo Neruda, to Chile. As unlikely partners, the couple embraces exile as the rest of
Europe erupts in world war. Starting over on a new continent, they face trial after trial, but they will also find joy as they patiently await
the day when they might go home.

Anderson, Natalie C. - City of Saints & Thieves
After fleeing the Congo as refugees, Tina and her mother arrived in Kenya looking for the chance to build a new life and home. Her
mother quickly found work as a maid for a prominent family. But Tina soon learns that the Greyhill fortune was made from a life of
corruption and crime. So when her mother is found dead in Mr. Greyhill's personal study, she knows exactly who’s behind it. With
revenge always on her mind, Tina spends the next four years surviving on the streets alone and working as a master thief for the
Goondas, Sangui City’s local gang, which sets into motion a dangerous cascade of events that could, at any moment, cost Tina her life.
Contains violence.

Beah, Ishmael - A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (*)
In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be
one of them. What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop? Child soldiers
have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a first-person
account from someone who came through this and survived. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting
story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. Contains violence.

Buck, Pearl - The Good Earth (*)
Wang Lung, rising from humble Chinese farmer to wealthy landowner, gloried in the soil he worked. Through this one Chinese peasant
and his children, Nobel Prize-winner Pearl S. Buck traces the whole cycle of life: its terrors, its passion, its persistent ambitions, and its
rewards. Her brilliant novel—beloved by millions of readers throughout the world—is a universal tale of the destiny of men.  Pulitzer
Prize and the Howells Medal winner. 

Danticat, Edwidge - The Farming of Bones (*)
Amabelle Desir, a Haitian-born faithful maidservant, and her lover Sebastien, an itinerant sugarcane cutter, decide they will marry and
return to Haiti at the end of the cane season. However, as rumors of Haitian persecution become fact and anxiety turns to terror,
Amabelle and Sebastien's dreams are leveled to the most basic human desire: to endure. Based on a little-known historical event, this
extraordinarily moving novel memorializes the forgotten victims of nationalist madness and the deeply felt passion and grief of its
survivors. Contains violence and mature situations. 

Deracine, Anat - Driving by Starlight (*)
Sixteen-year-olds Leena and Mishie are best friends. They delight in small rebellions against the Saudi cultural police―secret Western
clothing, forbidden music, flirtations. But Leena wants college, independence―she wants a different life. Though her story is specific
to her world (a world where it's illegal for women to drive, where a ten-year-old boy is the natural choice as guardian of a fatherless
woman), ultimately it's a story about friendship, family, and freedom that transcends cultural differences. 

Hosseini, Khaled - The Kite Runner  (*)
This is a story about friendship, betrayal, and the price of loyalty between two boys growing up in Kabul, Afghanistan.   Amir is the son
of a prominent and wealthy man, while Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant, is a Hazara — a shunned ethnic minority. Their
intertwined lives, and their fates, reflect the eventual tragedy of the world around them. Contains mature situations. 

Joy, Amanda - A River of Royal Blood
Sixteen-year-old Eva is a princess, born with the magick of blood and marrow—a dark and terrible magick that hasn't been seen for
generations in the vibrant but fractured country of Myre. Its last known practitioner was Queen Raina, who toppled the native royalty
and massacred thousands, including her own sister, eight generations ago, thus beginning the Rival Heir tradition. Living in Raina's
long and dark shadow, Eva must now face her older sister, Isa, in a battle to the death if she hopes to ascend to the Ivory
Throne—because in the Queendom of Myre only the strongest, most ruthless rulers survive. A River of Royal Blood is an enthralling
debut set in a lush ancient North African inspired fantasy world that subtly but powerfully challenges our notions of power, history, and
identity.
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Kamali, Marjan - The Stationary Shop  (*)
Roya, a dreamy, idealistic teenager living amid the political upheaval of 1953 Tehran, finds a literary oasis in kindly Mr. Fakhri’s
neighborhood stationery shop, stocked with books and pens and bottles of jewel-colored ink. Then Mr. Fakhri, with a keen instinct for a
budding romance, introduces Roya to his other favorite customer—handsome Bahman, who has a burning passion for justice and a love
for Rumi’s poetry—and she loses her heart at once. Their romance blossoms, and the little stationery shop remains their favorite place
in all of Tehran. A few short months later, on the eve of their marriage, Roya agrees to meet Bahman at the town square when violence
erupts—a result of the coup d’etat that forever changes their country’s future. Contains mature situations.

Katouh, Zoulfa - As Long as the Lemon Trees Grow  (*)
Salama Kassab was a pharmacy student when the cries for freedom broke out in Syria. She still had her parents and her big brother; she
still had her home. She had a normal teenager’s life. Now Salama volunteers at a hospital in Homs, helping the wounded who flood
through the doors daily. Secretly, though, she is desperate to find a way out of her beloved country before her sister-in-law, Layla, gives
birth. So desperate, that she has manifested a physical embodiment of her fear in the form of her imagined companion, Khawf, who
haunts her every move in an effort to keep her safe. But even with Khawf pressing her to leave, Salama is torn between her loyalty to
her country and her conviction to survive.

Khorram, Adib - Darius the Great Is Not Okay
Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He’s a Fractional
Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever trip to Iran is about to change his life. Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s
sure things are going to be the same in Iran. His clinical depression doesn’t exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to
his grandparents only makes things harder. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes. Soon, they’re
spending their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline.
Adib Khorram’s brilliant debut is for anyone who’s ever felt not good enough—then met a friend who makes them feel so much better
than okay. Contains mature situations. 

Prescott, Lara - The Secrets We Kept (*)
At the height of the Cold War, Irina, a young Russian-American secretary, is plucked from the CIA typing pool and given the
assignment of a lifetime. Her mission: to help smuggle Doctor Zhivago into the USSR, where it is banned, and enable Boris Pasternak’s
magnum opus to make its way into print around the world. Mentoring Irina is the glamorous Sally Forrester: a seasoned spy who has
honed her gift for deceit, using her magnetism and charm to pry secrets out of powerful men. Under Sally’s tutelage, Irina learns how to
invisibly ferry classified documents—and discovers deeply buried truths about herself.

See, Lisa - Snow Flower and the Secret Fan  (*)
In nineteenth-century China, when wives and daughters were foot-bound and lived in almost total seclusion, the women in one remote
Hunan county developed their own secret code for communication: nu shu (“women’s writing”). Some girls were paired with laotongs,
“old sames,” in emotional matches that lasted throughout their lives. With the arrival of a silk fan on which Snow Flower has composed
for Lily a poem of introduction in nu shu, their friendship is sealed and they become “old sames” at the tender age of seven. As the
years pass, through famine and rebellion, they reflect upon their arranged marriages, loneliness, and the joys and tragedies of
motherhood. The two find solace, developing a bond that keeps their spirits alive. Contains mature situations.

Tan, Sue Lynn - Daughter of the Moon Goddess  
A captivating and romantic debut epic fantasy inspired by the legend of the Chinese moon goddess, Chang’e, in which a young
woman’s quest to free her mother pits her against the most powerful immortal in the realm. Growing up on the moon, Xingyin is
accustomed to solitude, unaware that she is being hidden from the feared Celestial Emperor who exiled her mother for stealing his
elixir of immortality. But when Xingyin’s magic flares and her existence is discovered, she is forced to flee her home, leaving her
mother behind. Alone, powerless, and afraid, she makes her way to the Celestial Kingdom, a land of wonder and secrets. Disguising
her identity, she seizes an opportunity to learn alongside the emperor’s son, mastering archery and magic, even as passion flames
between her and the prince. To save her mother, Xingyin embarks on a perilous quest, confronting legendary creatures and vicious
enemies. But when treachery looms and forbidden magic threatens the kingdom, she must challenge the ruthless Celestial Emperor for
her dream—striking a dangerous bargain in which she is torn between losing all she loves or plunging the realm into chaos.

Yousafzai, Malala with Christina Lamb - I Am Malala (*)
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought
for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in
the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous
recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New
York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.
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ADVANCED World Literature and Composition

Students enrolled in Advanced World Literature and Composition should read the following

as a required FIRST selection. An optional study guide is LINKED HERE

Coelho, Paulo - The Alchemist  (*)
The Alchemist is the magical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure as
extravagant as any ever found. From his home in Spain he journeys to the markets of Tangiers and across the Egyptian desert. The
story of the treasures Santiago finds along the way teaches, as only a few stories have done, about the essential wisdom of listening to
our hearts, learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, above all, following our dreams.

Students enrolled in Advanced World Literature and Composition should also choose

a SECOND selection from the list below for a total of TWO books.

For this book, complete the second half of the optional reading guide linked above.

NOTE: this book will be used as the basis of the research paper written for the course.

Allende, Isabel - A Long Petal of the Sea
In the late 1930s, civil war grips Spain. When General Franco and his Fascists succeed in overthrowing the government, hundreds of
thousands are forced to flee in a treacherous journey over the mountains to the French border. Among them is Roser, a pregnant young
widow, who finds her life intertwined with that of Victor Dalmau, an army doctor and the brother of her deceased love. In order to
survive, the two must unite in a marriage neither of them desires. Together with two thousand other refugees, Roser and Victor embark
on the SS Winnipeg, a ship chartered by the poet Pablo Neruda, to Chile. As unlikely partners, the couple embraces exile as the rest of
Europe erupts in world war. Starting over on a new continent, they face trial after trial, but they will also find joy as they patiently await
the day when they might go home.

Beah, Ishmael - A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (*)
In the more than fifty conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. Ishmael Beah used to be
one of them. What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How does one stop? Child soldiers
have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a first-person
account from someone who came through this and survived. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting
story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd
been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. Contains
violence.

Buck, Pearl - The Good Earth (*)
Wang Lung, rising from humble Chinese farmer to wealthy landowner, gloried in the soil he worked. Through this one Chinese peasant
and his children, Nobel Prize-winner Pearl S. Buck traces the whole cycle of life: its terrors, its passion, its persistent ambitions, and its
rewards. Her brilliant novel—beloved by millions of readers throughout the world—is a universal tale of the destiny of men.  Pulitzer
Prize and the Howells Medal winner. 
  
Danticat, Edwidge - The Farming of Bones (*)
Amabelle Desir, a Haitian-born faithful maidservant, and her lover Sebastien, an itinerant sugarcane cutter, decide they will marry and
return to Haiti at the end of the cane season. However, as rumors of Haitian persecution become fact and anxiety turns to terror,
Amabelle and Sebastien's dreams are leveled to the most basic human desire: to endure. Based on a little-known historical event, this
extraordinarily moving novel memorializes the forgotten victims of nationalist madness and the deeply felt passion and grief of its
survivors. Contains violence and mature situations. 

Deracine, Anat - Driving by Starlight (*)
Sixteen-year-olds Leena and Mishie are best friends. They delight in small rebellions against the Saudi cultural police―secret Western
clothing, forbidden music, flirtations. But Leena wants college, independence―she wants a different life. Though her story is specific
to her world (a world where it's illegal for women to drive, where a ten-year-old boy is the natural choice as guardian of a fatherless
woman), ultimately it's a story about friendship, family, and freedom that transcends cultural differences. 

Hosseini, Khaled - The Kite Runner  (*)
This is a story about friendship, betrayal, and the price of loyalty between two boys growing up in Kabul, Afghanistan.   Amir is the son
of a prominent and wealthy man, while Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant, is a Hazara — a shunned ethnic minority. Their
intertwined lives, and their fates, reflect the eventual tragedy of the world around them. Contains mature situations. 
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Kamali, Marjan - The Stationary Shop  (*)
Roya, a dreamy, idealistic teenager living amid the political upheaval of 1953 Tehran, finds a literary oasis in kindly Mr. Fakhri’s
neighborhood stationery shop, stocked with books and pens and bottles of jewel-colored ink. Then Mr. Fakhri, with a keen instinct for a
budding romance, introduces Roya to his other favorite customer—handsome Bahman, who has a burning passion for justice and a love
for Rumi’s poetry—and she loses her heart at once. Their romance blossoms, and the little stationery shop remains their favorite place
in all of Tehran. A few short months later, on the eve of their marriage, Roya agrees to meet Bahman at the town square when violence
erupts—a result of the coup d’etat that forever changes their country’s future. Contains mature situations.

Khorram, Adib - Darius the Great Is Not Okay
Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. He’s a Fractional
Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever trip to Iran is about to change his life. Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s
sure things are going to be the same in Iran. His clinical depression doesn’t exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to
his grandparents only makes things harder. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes. Soon, they’re
spending their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline.
Adib Khorram’s brilliant debut is for anyone who’s ever felt not good enough—then met a friend who makes them feel so much better
than okay. Contains mature situations. 

Katouh, Zoulfa - As Long as the Lemon Trees Grow  (*)
Salama Kassab was a pharmacy student when the cries for freedom broke out in Syria. She still had her parents and her big brother; she
still had her home. She had a normal teenager’s life. Now Salama volunteers at a hospital in Homs, helping the wounded who flood
through the doors daily. Secretly, though, she is desperate to find a way out of her beloved country before her sister-in-law, Layla, gives
birth. So desperate, that she has manifested a physical embodiment of her fear in the form of her imagined companion, Khawf, who
haunts her every move in an effort to keep her safe. But even with Khawf pressing her to leave, Salama is torn between her loyalty to
her country and her conviction to survive.

Markandaya, Kamala - Nectar in a Sieve  (*)
The novel is set in India during a period of intense urban development and is the chronicle of the marriage between Rukmani, youngest
daughter of a village headman, and Nathan, a tenant farmer. The story is told in the first person by Rukmani, beginning from her
arranged marriage to Nathan at the age of 12 to his death many years later. "This beautiful and eloquent story tells of a simple peasant
woman in a primitive village in India whose whole life is a gallant and persistent battle to care for those she loves-an unforgettable
novel that "will wring your heart out".

Prescott, Lara - The Secrets We Kept (*)
At the height of the Cold War, Irina, a young Russian-American secretary, is plucked from the CIA typing pool and given the
assignment of a lifetime. Her mission: to help smuggle Doctor Zhivago into the USSR, where it is banned, and enable Boris Pasternak’s
magnum opus to make its way into print around the world. Mentoring Irina is the glamorous Sally Forrester: a seasoned spy who has
honed her gift for deceit, using her magnetism and charm to pry secrets out of powerful men. Under Sally’s tutelage, Irina learns how to
invisibly ferry classified documents—and discovers deeply buried truths about herself.

See, Lisa - Snow Flower and the Secret Fan  (*)
In nineteenth-century China, when wives and daughters were foot-bound and lived in almost total seclusion, the women in one remote
Hunan county developed their own secret code for communication: nu shu (“women’s writing”). Some girls were paired with laotongs,
“old sames,” in emotional matches that lasted throughout their lives. With the arrival of a silk fan on which Snow Flower has composed
for Lily a poem of introduction in nu shu, their friendship is sealed and they become “old sames” at the tender age of seven. As the
years pass, through famine and rebellion, they reflect upon their arranged marriages, loneliness, and the joys and tragedies of
motherhood. The two find solace, developing a bond that keeps their spirits alive. Contains mature situations.

Tan, Sue Lynn - Daughter of the Moon Goddess  
A captivating and romantic debut epic fantasy inspired by the legend of the Chinese moon goddess, Chang’e, in which a young
woman’s quest to free her mother pits her against the most powerful immortal in the realm. Growing up on the moon, Xingyin is
accustomed to solitude, unaware that she is being hidden from the feared Celestial Emperor who exiled her mother for stealing his
elixir of immortality. But when Xingyin’s magic flares and her existence is discovered, she is forced to flee her home, leaving her
mother behind. Alone, powerless, and afraid, she makes her way to the Celestial Kingdom, a land of wonder and secrets. Disguising
her identity, she seizes an opportunity to learn alongside the emperor’s son, mastering archery and magic, even as passion flames
between her and the prince. To save her mother, Xingyin embarks on a perilous quest, confronting legendary creatures and vicious
enemies. But when treachery looms and forbidden magic threatens the kingdom, she must challenge the ruthless Celestial Emperor for
her dream—striking a dangerous bargain in which she is torn between losing all she loves or plunging the realm into chaos.
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American Literature and Composition

REQUIRED CHOICE READING:

Choose ONE book from the following list and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Bradbury, Ray - Fahrenheit 451
First published in 1953, Fahrenheit 451 is a classic novel set in the future when books forbidden by a totalitarian regime are burned.
The hero, a book burner, suddenly discovers that books are flesh and blood ideas that cry out silently when put to the torch.   Contains
mature situations, language, and violence.

Butler, Octavia - Kindred
The first science fiction novel written by a black woman has become a cornerstone of black American literature. This combination of
slave memoir, fantasy, and historical fiction is a novel of rich literary complexity. Having just celebrated her 26th birthday in 1976
California, Dana, an African-American woman, is suddenly and inexplicably wrenched through time into antebellum Maryland. After
saving a drowning white boy there, she finds herself staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is transported back to the present just in
time to save her life. Contains mature language and situations.

Chiang, Ted - Exhalation: Stories
In these nine stunningly original, provocative, and poignant stories, Ted Chiang tackles some of humanity’s oldest questions along
with new quandaries only he could imagine. In "The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate," a portal through time forces a fabric seller
in ancient Baghdad to grapple with past mistakes and second chances. In "Exhalation," an alien scientist makes a shocking discovery
with ramifications that are literally universal. In "Anxiety Is the Dizziness of Freedom," the ability to glimpse into alternate universes
necessitates a radically new examination of the concepts of choice and free will. Contains mature language and situations.

Erdrich, Louise - Love Medicine
Set on a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation, the first novel from master storyteller and National Book Award-winning author—is an
epic story about the intertwined fates of two families: the Kashpaws and the Lamartines. Each chapter of this stunning novel draws on
a range of voices to limn its tales. Black humor mingles with magic, injustice bleeds into betrayal, and through it all, bonds of love and
family marry the elements into a tightly woven whole that pulses with the drama of life. Erdrich has written a multigenerational
portrait of strong men and women caught in an unforgettable whirlwind of anger, desire, and the healing power that is love medicine.
Contains mature language and situations.

Foer, Jonathan Safran - Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
A funny, uplifting novel about a boy's journey through New York in the aftermath of September 11th from one of today's most
celebrated writers. Nine-year-old Oskar Schell embarks on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the five boroughs of
New York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to his father, who died in the World Trade Center
on the morning of September 11. This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts of an
exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey. Contains mature language and situations.

Ford, Jamie - Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to Seattle's Japantown. It has been boarded up for
decades, but now the new owner has discovered the belongings of Japanese families who were sent to internment camps during World
War II. As the owner displays and unfurls a Japanese parasol, Henry, a Chinese American, remembers a young Japanese American girl
from his childhood in the 1940s - Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of friendship and innocent love that transcended the
prejudices of their Old World ancestors. After Keiko and her family were evacuated to the internment camps, she and Henry could
only hope that their promise to each other would be kept. Now, 40 years later, Henry explores the hotel’s basement for the Okabe
family’s belongings and for a long-lost object whose value he cannot even begin to measure. Contains mature situations.

King, Stephen-The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon
On a six-mile hike on the Maine-New Hampshire branch of the Appalachian Trail, nine-year-old Trisha McFarland quickly tires of the
constant bickering between her older brother, Pete, and her recently divorced mother. But when she wanders off by herself, and then
tries to catch up by attempting a shortcut, she becomes lost in a wilderness maze full of peril and terror.
As night falls, Trisha has only her ingenuity as a defense against the elements, and only her courage and faith to withstand her
mounting fears. For solace she tunes her Walkman to broadcasts of Boston Red Sox baseball games and follows the gritty
performances of her hero, relief pitcher Tom Gordon. And when her radio’s reception begins to fade, Trisha imagines that Tom
Gordon is with her—protecting her from an all-too-real enemy who has left a trail of slaughtered animals and mangled trees in the
dense, dark woods…

9

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kiDtR6RhJVqpawPNB5rHGnfi1E64D-Mhr45u5rDLwRQ/edit?usp=sharinga4y_FeuJDq8g8K8KI/edit?usp=sharing1WLg_YHAjrXKwCW83OtyVpxQU/edit?usp=sharingxjd_lJ5aLRX74t_efpLTb0zMUVBSXktxmaVs/edit?usp=sharing


Klune, TJ- The House on the Cerulean Sea
Linus Baker is a by-the-book caseworker in the Department in Charge of Magical Youth. He's tasked with determining whether six
dangerous magical children are likely to bring about the end of the world. Arthur Parnassus is the master of the orphanage. He would
do anything to keep the children safe, even if it means the world will burn. And his secrets will come to light. The House in the
Cerulean Sea is an enchanting love story, masterfully told, about the profound experience of discovering an unlikely family in an
unexpected place - and realizing that family is yours.

Krakauer, Jon- Into the Wild
In April 1992, a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north
of Mt. McKinley. Jon Krakauer brings Chris McCandless's uncompromising pilgrimage out of the shadows and illuminates it with
meaning in this mesmerizing and heartbreaking tour de force.   Contains mature language and situations.

Mandel, Emily St. John - Station Eleven
One snowy night a famous Hollywood actor slumps over and dies onstage during a production of King Lear. Hours later, the world as
we know it begins to dissolve. Moving back and forth in time—from the actor's early days as a film star to fifteen years in the future,
when a theater troupe known as the Traveling Symphony roams the wasteland of what remains—this suspenseful, elegiac,
spellbinding novel charts the strange twists of fate that connect five people: the actor, the man who tried to save him, the actor's first
wife, his oldest friend, and a young actress with the Traveling Symphony, caught in the crosshairs of a dangerous self-proclaimed
prophet. Contains mature language and situations.

Picoult, Jodi - Nineteen Minutes
Sterling is an ordinary New Hampshire town where nothing ever happens - until the day its complacency is shattered by an act of
violence. Josie Cormier, the teenage daughter of the judge sitting on the case, should be the state's best witness, but she can't
remember what happened before her very own eyes - or can she? As the trial progresses, fault lines between the high school and the
adult community begin to show, destroying the closest of friendships and families. This book’s plot is centered around a school
shooting. Contains mature situations, language, and violence.

Tan, Amy - The Joy Luck Club
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949
four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared
unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their
spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years
later the stories and history continue. Contains mature situations.

Whitehead, Colson - The Nickel Boys
As the Civil Rights movement begins to reach the black enclave of Frenchtown in segregated Tallahassee, Elwood Curtis takes the
words of Dr. Martin Luther King to heart: He is "as good as anyone." But for a black boy in the Jim Crow South in the early 1960s,
one innocent mistake is enough to destroy the future. Elwood is sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called The Nickel Academy,
whose mission statement says it provides "physical, intellectual and moral training" so the delinquent boys in their charge can become
"honorable and honest men." This Pulitzer Prize winner is based on the real story of a reform school in Florida that operated for one
hundred and eleven years and warped the lives of thousands of children. Contains mature situations, language, and violence.

Wingate, Lisa - Before We Were Yours
In Before We Were Yours, author Lisa Wingate explores the lives of families generations apart that are connected by a heartbreaking
thread of history and tragedy. In 1939, Rill Foss, only twelve years old, must fend for herself and her siblings after they are taken to an
orphanage. At the mercy of a cruel director and the adults in her life, Rill attempts to keep her siblings together and safe. In the present
day, a privileged young woman, Avery Stafford, has a chance encounter that leaves her questioning her family’s history and the reality
of her birth. Contains mature situations.
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ADVANCED American Literature and Composition

Students enrolled in Advanced American Literature and Composition should read the following

as a required FIRST selection and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

NOTE: this book will be used throughout the course as a basis for literary analysis,

and you will complete two assignments with it during the first quarter.

Foster, Thomas C. - How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading
Between the Lines, Revised Edition
A thoroughly revised and expanded edition of Thomas C. Foster’s classic guide—a lively and entertaining introduction to literature and
literary basics, including symbols, themes and contexts, that shows you how to make your everyday reading experience more rewarding
and enjoyable. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us with a broad
overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and rain, whether cleansing or
destructive, is never just a shower-and shows us how to make our reading experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun. This revised
edition includes new chapters, a new preface and epilogue, and incorporates updated teaching points that Foster has developed over the
past decade.

Students enrolled in Advanced American Literature and Composition should also choose

a SECOND selection from the list below for a total of TWO books.

For this book, complete the second half of the reading guide linked above.

NOTE:✦ before a title indicates appearances on the AP Literature exam; these books are highly recommended

for students considering this course in the future.

Bradbury, Ray - Fahrenheit 451
First published in 1953, Fahrenheit 451 is a classic novel set in the future when books, forbidden by a totalitarian regime, are burned.
The hero, a book burner, suddenly discovers that books are flesh and blood ideas that cry out silently when put to the torch. Contains
mature situations, language, and violence.

Butler, Octavia - Kindred
The first science fiction novel written by a black woman has become a cornerstone of black American literature. This combination of
slave memoir, fantasy, and historical fiction is a novel of rich literary complexity. Having just celebrated her 26th birthday in 1976
California, Dana, an African-American woman, is suddenly and inexplicably wrenched through time into Antebellum, Maryland.
After saving a drowning white boy there, she finds herself staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is transported back to the present
just in time to save her life. Contains mature language and situations.

✦Chopin, Kate - The Awakening
Kate Chopin’s final work rejects conventional female roles and celebrates a woman’s journey towards self-awareness. As the heroine,
Edna Pontellier, awakens to her own desires, she begins to question her ideas about marriage, motherhood, society, art, and the nature
of love itself. A milestone in American fiction, The Awakening is an unforgettably poignant novel of self-discovery. Contains mature
language and situations.

Erdrich, Louise - Love Medicine
Set on a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation, the first novel from master storyteller and National Book Award-winning author—is an
epic story about the intertwined fates of two families: the Kashpaws and the Lamartines. Each chapter of this stunning novel draws on
a range of voices to limn its tales. Black humor mingles with magic, injustice bleeds into betrayal, and through it all, bonds of love and
family marry the elements into a tightly woven whole that pulses with the drama of life. Erdrich has written a multigenerational
portrait of strong men and women caught in an unforgettable whirlwind of anger, desire, and the healing power that is love medicine.
Contains mature language and situations.

Ford, Jamie - Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to Seattle's Japantown. It has been boarded up for
decades, but now the new owner has discovered the belongings of Japanese families who were sent to internment camps during World
War II. As the owner displays and unfurls a Japanese parasol, Henry, a Chinese American, remembers a young Japanese American girl
from his childhood in the 1940s - Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of friendship and innocent love that transcended the
prejudices of their Old World ancestors. After Keiko and her family were evacuated to the internment camps, she and Henry could
only hope that their promise to each other would be kept. Now, 40 years later, Henry explores the hotel’s basement for the Okabe
family’s belongings and for a long-lost object whose value he cannot even begin to measure. Contains mature situations.
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✦Hawthorne, Nathaniel - The Scarlet Letter
An "A" for "adultery" marks Hester Prynne as an outcast from the society of colonial Boston. Although forced by the puritanical town
fathers to wear a bright red badge of shame, Hester steadfastly resists their efforts to discover the identity of her baby's father. The
return of her long-absent spouse brings new pressure on the young mother, as the aggrieved husband undertakes a long-term plot to
reveal Hester's partner in adultery and force him to share her disgrace. Masterful in its symbolism and compelling in its character
studies, Nathaniel Hawthorne's tale of punishment and reconciliation examines the concepts of sin, guilt, and pride.

Klune, TJ - The House on the Cerulean Sea
Linus Baker is a by-the-book caseworker in the Department in Charge of Magical Youth. He's tasked with determining whether six
dangerous magical children are likely to bring about the end of the world. Arthur Parnassus is the master of the orphanage. He would
do anything to keep the children safe, even if it means the world will burn. And his secrets will come to light. The House in the
Cerulean Sea is an enchanting love story, masterfully told, about the profound experience of discovering an unlikely family in an
unexpected place - and realizing that family is yours.

Mandel, Emily St. John - Station Eleven
One snowy night a famous Hollywood actor slumps over and dies onstage during a production of King Lear. Hours later, the world as
we know it begins to dissolve. Moving back and forth in time—from the actor's early days as a film star to fifteen years in the future,
when a theater troupe known as the Traveling Symphony roams the wasteland of what remains—this suspenseful, elegiac, spellbinding
novel charts the strange twists of fate that connect five people: the actor, the man who tried to save him, the actor's first wife, his oldest
friend, and a young actress with the Traveling Symphony, caught in the crosshairs of a dangerous self-proclaimed prophet. Contains
mature language and situations.

✦Melville, Herman - Moby Dick
Journey to the heart of the sea with this larger-than-life classic. Regarded as the Great American Novel, Moby Dick is the ultimate tale
of seeking vengeance. Narrated by the crew member Ishmael, this epic whaling adventure follows the crew of the Pequod, as its
captain, Ahab, descends deeper and deeper into madness on his quest to find and kill the white whale that maimed him. Beyond the
surface—of ship life, whaling, and the hunt for the elusive Moby Dick—are allegorical references to life, and even the universe, in
this masterpiece by Herman Melville.

Picoult, Jodi - Nineteen Minutes
Sterling is an ordinary New Hampshire town where nothing ever happens - until the day its complacency is shattered by an act of
violence. Josie Cormier, the teenage daughter of the judge sitting on the case, should be the state's best witness, but she can't
remember what happened before her very own eyes - or can she? As the trial progresses, fault lines between the high school and the
adult community begin to show, destroying the closest of friendships and families. This book’s plot is centered around a school
shooting. Contains mature situations, language, and violence.

✦Tan, Amy - The Joy Luck Club
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949
four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared
unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their
spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years
later the stories and history continue. Contains mature situations.

✦Twain, Mark - The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Referring to Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, H. L. Mencken noted that his discovery of this classic American novel was "the most
stupendous event of my whole life"; Ernest Hemingway declared that "all modern American literature stems from this one book,"
while T. S. Eliot called Huck "one of the permanent symbolic figures of fiction, not unworthy to take a place with Ulysses, Faust, Don
Quixote, Don Juan, Hamlet." The novel's preeminence derives from its wonderfully imaginative re-creation of boyhood adventures
along the Mississippi River, its inspired characterization, the author's remarkable ear for dialogue, and the book's understated
development of serious underlying themes: "natural" man versus "civilized" society, the evils of slavery, the innate value and dignity
of human beings, and other topics.

Whitehead, Colson - The Nickel Boys
As the Civil Rights movement begins to reach the black enclave of Frenchtown in segregated Tallahassee, Elwood Curtis takes the
words of Dr. Martin Luther King to heart: He is "as good as anyone." But for a black boy in the Jim Crow South in the early 1960s,
one innocent mistake is enough to destroy the future. Elwood is sentenced to a juvenile reformatory called The Nickel Academy,
whose mission statement says it provides "physical, intellectual and moral training" so the delinquent boys in their charge can become
"honorable and honest men." This Pulitzer Prize winner is based on the real story of a reform school in Florida that operated for one
hundred and eleven years and warped the lives of thousands of children. Contains mature situations, language, and violence.
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Wingate, Lisa - Before We Were Yours
In Before We Were Yours, author Lisa Wingate explores the lives of families generations apart that are connected by a heartbreaking
thread of history and tragedy. In 1939, Rill Foss, only twelve years old, must fend for herself and her siblings after they are taken to an
orphanage. At the mercy of a cruel director and the adults in her life, Rill attempts to keep her siblings together and safe. In the present
day, a privileged young woman, Avery Stafford, has a chance encounter that leaves her questioning her family’s history and the reality
of her birth. Contains mature situations.

✦Wright, Richard - Native Son
Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been for assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for
murder and rape. Native Son tells the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a young white woman in a
brief moment of panic. Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Richard Wright's powerful novel is an unsparing reflection on the poverty and
feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in inner cities across the country and of what it means to be black in America. Contains
mature situations, language, and violence.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) Language and Composition

Students enrolled in AP Language and Composition should read the following

as a required FIRST selection. It will be referenced throughout the year, so it is helpful to have your own copy

to reference and use as a guide.

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein - They Say/ I Say, 5th edition
The book that demystifies academic writing, teaching students to frame their arguments in the larger context of what else has been said
about their topic–and providing templates to help them make the key rhetorical moves. Used and loved by millions of students for its
lively and practical advice, this is the book that demystifies academic writing and shows how to engage with the views of others.
Extensively revised in response to feedback from our community of adopters, this edition of “They Say / I Say” is an even more
practical companion for students, featuring a new chapter on research, new exercises, expanded support for reading, and an expanded
chapter on Revising.

Students enrolled in AP Language and Composition should also choose a SECOND selection

from the list below for a total of TWO books and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Cain, Susan - Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking
At least one-third of the people we know are introverts. They are the ones who prefer listening to speaking; who innovate and create but
dislike self-promotion; who favor working on their own over working in teams. It is to introverts—Rosa Parks, Chopin, Dr. Seuss, Steve
Wozniak—that we owe many of the great contributions to society. In Quiet, Susan Cain argues that we dramatically undervalue introverts
and shows how much we lose in doing so. She charts the rise of the Extrovert Ideal throughout the twentieth century and explores how
deeply it has come to permeate our culture. She also introduces us to successful introverts—from a witty, high-octane public speaker who
recharges in solitude after his talks, to a record-breaking salesman who quietly taps into the power of questions. Quiet has the power to
permanently change how we see introverts and, equally important, how they see themselves.

Capote, Truman - In Cold Blood
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter family were savagely murdered by blasts
from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no clues. Five
years, four months and twenty-nine days later, on April 14, 1965, Richard Eugene Hickock, aged thirty-three, and Perry Edward Smith,
aged thirty-six, were hanged for the crime on a gallows in a warehouse in the Kansas State Penitentiary in Lansing, Kansas. In Cold
Blood is the story of the lives and deaths of these six people.

Carson, Rachel - Silent Spring
First published by Houghton Mifflin in 1962, Silent Spring alerted a large audience to the environmental and human dangers of the
indiscriminate use of pesticides, spurring revolutionary changes in the laws affecting our air, land, and water. “Silent Spring became a
runaway bestseller, with international reverberations . . . [It is] well crafted, fearless and succinct . . . Even if she had not inspired a
generation of activists, Carson would prevail as one of the greatest nature writers in American letters"

Coates, Ta-Nehisi - Between the World and Me
For Ta-Nehisi Coates, history has always been personal. At every stage of his life, he sought in his explorations of history answers to the
mysteries that surrounded him--most urgently, why he, and other black people he knew, seemed to live in fear. What were they afraid of?
Coates takes readers along on his journey through America's history of race and its contemporary resonances through a series of
awakenings--moments when he discovered some new truth about our long, tangled history of race, whether through his myth-busting
professors at Howard University, a trip to a Civil War battlefield with a rogue historian, a journey to Chicago's South Side to visit aging
survivors of 20th century America's 'long war on black people,' or a visit with the mother of a beloved friend who was shot down by the
police. In his trademark style--a mix of lyrical personal narrative, reimagined history, essayistic argument, and reportage--Coates
provides readers a thrillingly illuminating new framework for understanding race: its history, our contemporary dilemma, and where we
go from here.

Conley, Garrard - Boy Erased: A Memoir
The son of a Baptist pastor and deeply embedded in church life in small town Arkansas, as a young man Garrard Conley was terrified and
conflicted about his sexuality. When Garrard was a nineteen-year-old college student, he was outed to his parents, and was forced to make
a life-changing decision: either agree to attend a church-supported conversion therapy program that promised to “cure” him of
homosexuality or risk losing family, friends, and the God he had prayed to every day of his life. Through an institutionalized Twelve Step
Program heavy on Bible study, he was supposed to emerge heterosexual, ex-gay, cleansed of impure urges and stronger in his faith in God
for his brush with sin. Instead, even when faced with a harrowing and brutal journey, Garrard found the strength and understanding to
break out in search of his true self and forgiveness. By confronting his buried past and the burden of a life lived in shadow, Garrard traces
the complex relationships among family, faith, and community. At times heart-breaking, at times triumphant, this memoir is a testament to
love that survives despite all odds.

14

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OwkIqsycS4xtbUGOg2xWS-xkRW5e6zst/view?usp=share_link


Desmond, Matthew - Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City
In this Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight families in
Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and unsettling”
(New York Review of Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas
for solving one of 21st-century America’s most devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the
centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible (Amazon).

Green, Bill - Water, Ice & Stone: Science and Memory on the Antarctic Lakes
A classic of contemporary nature writing, the award-winning Water, Ice & Stone is both a scientific and poetic journey into Antarctica,
addressing the ecological importance of the continent within the context of climate change. Bill Green has been traveling to this remote
and primordial place at the bottom of the Earth since 1968. With this book he focuses on the McMurdo Dry Valleys―an area that is
deceptively timeless as a stark landscape of rock and ice. Here, Green delves into the geochemistry of the region and discovers a wealth
of data, which vividly speaks to the health and climate of the larger world.

Green, John - Anthropocene Reviewed
The Anthropocene is the current geologic age, in which humans have profoundly reshaped the planet and its biodiversity. In this
remarkable symphony of essays adapted and expanded from his groundbreaking podcast, bestselling author John Green reviews different
facets of the human-centered planet on a five-star scale—from the QWERTY keyboard and sunsets to Canada geese and Penguins of
Madagascar. Funny, complex, and rich with detail, the reviews chart the contradictions of contemporary humanity. As a species, we are
both far too powerful and not nearly powerful enough, a paradox that came into sharp focus as we faced a global pandemic that both
separated us and bound us together.

Hill, Katie Rain - Rethinking Normal: A Memoir in Transition
In her unique, generous, and affecting voice, nineteen-year-old Katie Hill shares her personal journey of undergoing gender
reassignment. Katie never felt comfortable in her own skin. She realized very young that a serious mistake had been made; she was a girl
who had been born in the body of a boy. Suffocating under her peers' bullying and the mounting pressure to be "normal," Katie tried to
take her life at the age of eight years old. After several other failed attempts, she finally understood that "Katie" --the girl trapped within
her--was determined to live. In this first-person account, Katie reflects on her pain-filled childhood and the events leading up to the
life-changing decision to undergo gender reassignment as a teenager. She reveals the unique challenges she faced while unlearning how
to be a boy and shares what it was like to navigate the dating world and experience heartbreak for the first time in a body that matched
her gender identity. Told in an unwaveringly honest voice, Rethinking Normal is a coming-of-age story about transcending physical
appearances and redefining the parameters of "normalcy" to embody one's true self.

Isaacson, Walter - The Code Breaker: Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing, and the Future of the Human Race
When Jennifer Doudna was in sixth grade, she came home one day to find that her dad had left a paperback titled The Double Helix on
her bed. As she sped through the pages, she became enthralled by the intense drama behind the competition to discover the code of life.
Even though her high school counselor told her girls didn’t become scientists, she decided she would. Driven by a passion to understand
how nature works and to turn discoveries into inventions, she would help to make what the book’s author, James Watson, told her was
the most important biological advance since his co-discovery of the structure of DNA. She and her collaborators turned a curiosity of
nature into an invention that will transform the human race: an easy-to-use tool that can edit DNA. Known as CRISPR, it opened a brave
new world of medical miracles and moral questions. After helping to discover CRISPR, Doudna became a leader in wrestling with these
moral issues and, with her collaborator Emmanuelle Charpentier, won the Nobel Prize in 2020.

Keefe, Patrick Radden - Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland
In December 1972, Jean McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old mother of ten, was dragged from her Belfast home by masked intruders, her
children clinging to her legs. They never saw her again. Her abduction was one of the most notorious episodes of the vicious conflict
known as The Troubles. Everyone in the neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible. But in a climate of fear and paranoia, no one
would speak of it. In 2003, five years after an accord brought an uneasy peace to Northern Ireland, a set of human bones was discovered
on a beach. McConville's children knew it was their mother when they were told a blue safety pin was attached to the dress--with so
many kids, she had always kept it handy for diapers or ripped clothes. Patrick Radden Keefe's mesmerizing book on the bitter conflict in
Northern Ireland and its aftermath uses the McConville case as a starting point for the tale of a society wracked by a violent guerrilla
war, a war whose consequences have never been reckoned with.

King, Stephen - On Writing 
Part memoir, part master class by one of the bestselling authors of all time, this superb volume is a revealing and practical view of the
writer's craft, comprising the basic tools of the trade every writer must have. King's advice is grounded in his vivid memories from
childhood through his emergence as a writer, from his struggling early career to his widely reported near-fatal accident in 1999 -- and
how the inextricable link between writing and living spurred his recovery. Brilliantly structured, friendly and inspiring, On Writing will
empower and entertain everyone who reads it -- fans, writers, and anyone who loves a great story well told. 
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Krakauer, Jon - Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster
This gripping true-life adventure tale tells the story of the disaster in which several climbers died on the slopes of Mt. Everest in 1996, as
witnessed by Jon Krakauer, a journalist who is also one of the climbers to reach the summit that year. Led by Rob Hall, one of the most
highly respected climbers in the world at that time, the team Krakauer climbs with becomes split up after a series of small incidents and
a sudden change in the weather, leaving five of his teammates dead on the mountain. Another expedition led by the flamboyant Scott
Fischer also loses climbers in the storm, including Fischer himself. Krakauer recounts the events of the ill-fated expeditions from his
own personal experience and makes several suggestions as to what may have led to the climbers being caught high on the world’s most
sought-after “trophy summit.”

Kurlansky, Mark - Salt: A World History
Salt, the only rock we eat, has made a glittering, often surprising contribution to the history of humankind. Until about a hundred years
ago, when modern geology revealed its prevalence, salt was one of the world’s most sought-after commodities. A substance so valuable
it served as currency, salt has influenced the establishment of trade routes and cities, provoked and financed wars, secured empires and
inspired revolutions. Populated by colorful characters and filled with fascinating details, Mark Kurlansky’s kaleidoscopic and
illuminating history is a multi-layered masterpiece that blends economic, scientific, political, religious, and culinary records into a rich
and memorable tale.

Larson, Erik - The Devil in the White City: A Saga of Magic and Murder at the Fair That Changed America
Bringing Chicago circa 1893 to vivid life, Erik Larson's spellbinding bestseller intertwines the true tale of two men -- the brilliant
architect behind the legendary 1893 World's Fair, striving to secure America's place in the world, and the cunning serial killer who used
the fair to lure his victims to their death. Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a narrative
with all the wonder of newly discovered history and the thrills of the best fiction.

Moore, Wes - The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore
neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How,
then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a
convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets out to answer this profound question. In
alternating narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the
story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world.

Mukherjee, Siddhartha - The Song of the Cell: An Exploration of Medicine and the New Human
The discovery of cells—and the reframing of the human body as a cellular ecosystem—announced the birth of a new kind of medicine
based on the therapeutic manipulations of cells. A hip fracture, a cardiac arrest, Alzheimer’s dementia, AIDS, pneumonia, lung cancer,
kidney failure, arthritis, COVID pneumonia—all could be reconceived as the results of cells, or systems of cells, functioning abnormally.
And all could be perceived as loci of cellular therapies. Filled with writing so vivid, lucid, and suspenseful that complex science
becomes thrilling, The Song of the Cell tells the story of how scientists discovered cells, began to understand them, and are now using
that knowledge to create new humans. Told in six parts, and laced with Mukherjee’s own experience as a researcher, a doctor, and a
prolific reader, The Song of the Cell is both panoramic and intimate—a masterpiece on what it means to be human.

Nafisi, Azar - Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books
Every Thursday morning for two years in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Azar Nafisi, a bold and inspired teacher, secretly gathered seven
of her most committed female students to read forbidden Western classics. Some came from conservative and religious families while
others were progressive and secular; some had spent time in jail. They were shy and uncomfortable at first, unaccustomed to being asked
to speak their minds, but soon they removed their veils and began to speak more freely–their stories intertwining with the novels they
were reading by Jane Austen, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Henry James, and Vladimir Nabokov. As Islamic morality squads staged arbitrary raids
in Tehran, as fundamentalists seized hold of the universities and a blind censor stifled artistic expression, the women in Nafisi’s living
room spoke not only of the books they were reading but also about themselves, their dreams and disappointments.

Westover, Tara - Educated
Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end
of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag." In the summer she stewed herbs for her
mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a
doctor or nurse. The family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education
and no one to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate
herself. She taught herself enough mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she studied history,
learning for the first time about important world events like the Holocaust and the civil rights movement. Her quest for knowledge
transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if she'd
traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
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British Literature and Composition

REQUIRED CHOICE READING:

Choose ONE book from the following list and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi - Purple Hibiscus
Fifteen-year-old Kambili and her older brother Jaja lead a privileged life in Enugu, Nigeria. They live in a beautiful house, with a caring
family, and attend an exclusive missionary school. They're completely shielded from the troubles of the world. As the country begins to
fall apart under a military coup, Kambili and Jaja are sent to their aunt, a university professor outside the city, where they discover a life
beyond the confines of their father’s authority. Books cram the shelves, curry and nutmeg permeate the air, and their cousins’ laughter
rings throughout the house. When they return home, tensions within the family escalate, and Kambili must find the strength to keep her
loved ones together.

Barrows, Anne and Mary Ann Shaffer - The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and his friends—and what a wonderfully
eccentric world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society—born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were
discovered breaking curfew by the Germans occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of characters, from pig
farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all. Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their
island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on their lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail
for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever.

Crichton, Michael - Eaters of the Dead
It is 922 A.D. The refined Arab courtier Ibn Fadlan is accompanying a party of Viking warriors back to their home. He is appalled by
their customs—the gratuitous sexuality of their women, their disregard for cleanliness, and their cold-blooded sacrifices. As they enter the
frozen, forbidden landscape of the North—where the day’s length does not equal the night’s, where after sunset the sky burns in streaks of
color—Fadlan soon discovers that he has been unwillingly enlisted to combat the terrors in the night that come to slaughter the Vikings,
the monsters of the mist that devour human flesh. But just how he will do it, Fadlan has no idea. Contains mature situations.

Gaiman, Neil - Ocean at the End of the Lane
Sussex, England. A middle-aged man returns to his childhood home to attend a funeral. Although the house he lived in is long gone, he is
drawn to the farm at the end of the road, where, when he was seven, he encountered a most remarkable girl, Lettie Hempstock, and her
mother and grandmother. He hasn't thought of Lettie in decades, and yet as he sits by the pond (a pond that she'd claimed was an ocean)
behind the ramshackle old farmhouse, the unremembered past comes flooding back. And it is a past too strange, too frightening, too
dangerous to have happened to anyone, let alone a small boy.

Galbraith, Robert (J.K. Rowling) - The Cuckoo’s Calling
After losing his leg to a land mine in Afghanistan, Cormoran Strike is barely scraping by as a private investigator. Strike is down to one
client, and creditors are calling. He has also just broken up with his longtime girlfriend and is living in his office. Then John Bristow
walks through his door with an amazing story: His sister, the legendary supermodel Lula Landry, known to her friends as the Cuckoo,
famously fell to her death a few months earlier. The police ruled it a suicide, but John refuses to believe that. The case plunges Strike into
the world of multimillionaire beauties, rock-star boyfriends, and desperate designers. Contains mature situations.

Hornby, Nick - Fever Pitch
In America, it is soccer. But in Great Britain, it is the real football. No pads, no prayers, no prisoners. And that's before the players even
take the field. Nick Hornby has been a football fan since the moment he was conceived. Fever Pitch is his tribute to a lifelong obsession.
Part autobiography, part comedy, part incisive analysis of insanity, Hornby's award-winning memoir captures the fever pitch of fandom —
its agony and ecstasy, its community, its defining role in thousands of young mens' coming-of-age stories. Contains mature situations and
language.

Horowitz, Anthony - House of Silk
Sherlock Holmes is the greatest detective in literary history. For the first time since the death of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a new Holmes
story has been sanctioned by his estate, whetting the appetites of fans everywhere. Information about the book will be revealed as
deliberately as Holmes himself would unravel a knotty case, but bestselling novelist and Holmes expert Anthony Horowitz is sure to
bring a compelling, atmospheric story to life. With access to the estate's archives and careful study of the original stories, Horowitz is sure
to weave a tale that satisfies new fans as well as the most dedicated Baker Street Irregular. Contains mature situations.
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McEwan, Ian - Atonement 
On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment’s flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and
Robbie Turner, the son of a servant. But Briony’s incomplete grasp of adult motives–together with her precocious literary gifts–brings
about a crime that will change all their lives. As it follows that crime’s repercussions through the chaos and carnage of World War II and
into the close of the twentieth century, Atonement engages the reader on every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it
as a genuine masterpiece. Contains mature situations.

Moyes, JoJo - Me Before You
Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—who has barely been farther afield
than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex–Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after
an accident. Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the
way he is. Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her than
she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living. Contains
mature situations.

Noah, Trevor - Born a Crime (*)
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was
born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof
of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd
measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South
Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the
opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. Contains mature situations.

O’Farrell, Maggie - Hamnet
Tells the little-known story behind Shakespeare's most enigmatic play, Hamnet, a luminous portrait of a marriage, at its heart the loss of a
beloved child. Warwickshire in the 1580s. Agnes is a woman as feared as she is sought after for her unusual gifts. She settles with her
husband in Henley street, Stratford, and has three children: a daughter, Susanna, and then twins, Hamnet and Judith. The boy, Hamnet,
dies in 1596, aged eleven. Four years or so later, the husband writes a play called Hamlet.

Worth, Jennifer - Call the Midwife: A Memoir of Birth, Joy, and Hard Times
In the 1950s, twenty-two-year-old Jenny Lee leaves her comfortable home to move into a convent and become a midwife in London's
East End slums. While delivering babies all over the city, Jenny encounters a colorful cast of women—from the plucky, warm-hearted
nuns with whom she lives, to the woman with twenty-four children who can't speak English, to the prostitutes of the city's seedier side.
Contains mature situations.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) Literature and Composition

Students enrolled in AP Literature and Composition should read the following

as a required FIRST selection and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

Lahiri, Jhumpa - The Namesake
The Namesake follows the Ganguli family through its journey from Calcutta to Cambridge to the Boston suburbs. Ashima and Ashoke
Ganguli arrive in America at the end of the 1960s, shortly after their arranged marriage in Calcutta, in order for Ashoke to finish his
engineering degree at MIT. Ashoke is forward-thinking, ready to enter into American culture if not fully at least with an open mind. His
young bride is far less malleable. Isolated, desperately missing her large family back in India, she will never be at peace with this new
world.

Students enrolled in AP Literature and Composition should also choose a selection

from each list below for a total of THREE books and complete the reading guide LINKED HERE

LIST ONE

Bronte, Emily - Wuthering Heights 
Emily Brontë’s only novel, Wuthering Heights, remains one of literature’s most disturbing explorations into the dark side of romantic
passion. Heathcliff and Cathy believe they’re destined to love each other forever, but when cruelty and snobbery separate them, their
untamed emotions literally consume them. Set amid the wild and stormy Yorkshire moors, Wuthering Heights, an unpolished and
devastating epic of childhood playmates who grow into soul mates, is widely regarded as the most original tale of thwarted desire and
heartbreak in the English language. 

Dickens, Charles - A Tale of Two Cities
A Tale of Two Cities is Charles Dickens’s great historical novel, set against the violent upheaval of the French Revolution. The most
famous and perhaps the most popular of his works, it compresses an event of immense complexity to the scale of a family history, with a
cast of characters that includes a bloodthirsty ogress and an antihero as believably flawed as any in modern fiction. Though the least
typical of the author’s novels, A Tale of Two Cities still underscores many of his enduring themes—imprisonment, injustice, social
anarchy, resurrection, and the renunciation that fosters renewal.

Dostoevsky, Fyodor - Crime and Punishment
Raskolnikov, a destitute and desperate former student, wanders through the slums of St Petersburg and commits a random murder
without remorse or regret. He imagines himself to be a great man, a Napoleon: acting for a higher purpose beyond conventional moral
law. But as he embarks on a dangerous game of cat and mouse with a suspicious police investigator, Raskolnikov is pursued by the
growing voice of his conscience and finds the noose of his own guilt tightening around his neck.

Eliot, George - The Mill on the Floss
Brought up at Dorlcote Mill, Maggie Tulliver worships her brother Tom and is desperate to win the approval of her parents, but her
passionate, wayward nature and her fierce intelligence bring her into constant conflict with her family. As she reaches adulthood, the
clash between their expectations and her desires is painfully played out as she finds herself torn between her relationships with three very
different men: her proud and stubborn brother, a close friend who is also the son of her family's worst enemy, and a charismatic but
dangerous suitor. With its poignant portrayal of sibling relationships, The Mill on the Floss is considered George Eliot's most
autobiographical novel; it is also one of her most powerful and moving.

Joyce, James - Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
 James Joyce's first and most widely read novel, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man is the noteworthy story of Stephen Dedalus, a
young man struggling to decide between a religious vocation and an artistic one. As the story unfolds, we begin to witness Stephen's
metaphoric change, from a confused, fraught young man to an individual who, through his trials, is given the chance to test his faith as
a member of those who seek the truth. James Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, is also a teacher and a companion for
those who desire a moment in the mind of one of Ireland's greatest novelists. Contains mature situations.

Shakespeare, William - The Taming of the Shrew
Love and marriage are the concerns of Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew. Lucentio’s marriage to Bianca is prompted by his
idealized love of an apparently ideal woman. Petruchio’s wooing of Katherine, however, is free of idealism. Petruchio takes money from
Bianca’s suitors to woo her, since Katherine must marry before her sister by her father’s decree; he also arranges the dowry with her
father. Petruchio is then ready to marry Katherine, even against her will. Katherine, the shrew of the play’s title, certainly acts much
changed. But have she and Petruchio learned to love each other? Or is the marriage based on terror and deception?
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Thackeray, William - Vanity Fair
A novel that chronicles the lives of two women who could not be more different: Becky Sharp, an orphan whose only resources are her
vast ambitions, her native wit, and her loose morals; and her schoolmate Amelia Sedley, a typically naive Victorian heroine, the pampered
daughter of a wealthy family.

Woolf, Virginia - To the Lighthouse
The serene and maternal Mrs. Ramsay, the tragic yet absurd Mr. Ramsay, and their children and assorted guests are on holiday on the
Isle of Skye. From the seemingly trivial postponement of a visit to a nearby lighthouse, Woolf constructs a remarkable, moving
examination of the complex tensions and allegiances of family life and the conflict between men and women. Contains mature
situations.

LIST TWO

Adiga, Aravind - The White Tiger
The white tiger of this novel is Balram Halwai, a poor Indian villager whose great ambition leads him to the zenith of Indian business
culture, the world of the Bangalore entrepreneur. On the occasion of the president of China’s impending trip to Bangalore, Balram
writes a letter to him describing his transformation and his experience as driver and servant to a wealthy Indian family, which he
thinks exemplifies the contradictions and complications of Indian society. Recalling The Death of Vishnu and Bangkok 8 in ambition,
scope, The White Tiger is narrative genius with a mischief and personality all its own. Amoral, irreverent, deeply endearing, and
utterly contemporary, this novel is an international

Butler, Octavia E. - Parable of the Sower
When global climate change and economic crises lead to social chaos in the early 2020s, California becomes full of dangers, from
pervasive water shortage to masses of vagabonds who will do anything to live to see another day. Fifteen-year-old Lauren Olamina
lives inside a gated community with her preacher father, family, and neighbors, sheltered from the surrounding anarchy. In a society
where any vulnerability is a risk, she suffers from hyperempathy, a debilitating sensitivity to others' emotions. Precocious and
clear-eyed, Lauren must make her voice heard in order to protect her loved ones from the imminent disasters her small community
stubbornly ignores. But what begins as a fight for survival soon leads to something much more: the birth of a new faith . . . and a
startling vision of human destiny

Dare, Abi - Girl with a Louding Voice
Adunni is a fourteen-year-old Nigerian girl who knows what she wants: an education. As the only daughter of a broke father, she is a
valuable commodity. Removed from school and sold as a third wife to an old man, Adunni's life amounts to this: four goats, two bags
of rice, some chickens and a new TV. When unspeakable tragedy swiftly strikes in her new home, she is secretly sold as a domestic
servant to a household in the wealthy enclaves of Lagos, where no one will talk about the strange disappearance of her predecessor,
Rebecca. No one but Adunni...

Desai, Kiran - The Inheritance of Loss
In a crumbling, isolated house at the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga in the Himalayas lives an embittered judge who wants only to retire
in peace, when his orphaned granddaughter, Sai, arrives on his doorstep. The judge’s cook watches over her distractedly, for his
thoughts are often on his son, Biju, who is hopscotching from one gritty New York restaurant to another. Kiran Desai’s brilliant novel,
published to huge acclaim, is a story of joy and despair. Her characters face numerous choices that majestically illuminate the
consequences of colonialism as it collides with the modern world.

Kogawa, Joy - Obasan
Based on the author's own experiences, this award-winning novel was the first to tell the story of the evacuation, relocation, and
dispersal of Canadian citizens of Japanese ancestry during the Second World War.

Lovelace, Earl - The Dragon can’t Dance
Carnival takes on social and political importance in this recognized classic. The people of the shantytown Calvary Hill, usually
invisible to the rest of society, join the throng and flaunt their neighborhood personas in masquerade during Carnival. Aldrick, the
dashing "king of the Hill," becomes a glorious, dancing dragon; his lovely Sylvia, a princess; Fisheye, rebel idealist, a fierce steel band
contestant; and Philo, Calypso songwriter, a star. Then a business sponsors Fisheye's band, Philo gets a hit song, and Sylvia leaves the
Hill with a prosperous older man. For Aldrick, it will take one more masquerade―this time, involving guns and hostages―before the
illusion of power becomes reality.
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Naylor, Gloria - The Women of Brewster Place
In her heralded first novel, Gloria Naylor weaves together the stories of seven women living in Brewster Place, a bleak inner-city
sanctuary, creating a powerful, moving portrait of the strengths, struggles, and hopes of black women in America. Vulnerable and
resilient, open-handed and open-hearted, these women forge their lives in a place that in turn threatens and protects—a common prison
and a shared home. Naylor renders both loving and painful human experiences with simple eloquence and uncommon intuition. Her
remarkable sense of community and history makes The Women of Brewster Place a contemporary classic—and a touching and
unforgettable read.

Ng, Celeste - Our Missing Hearts
Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet existence with his loving but broken father, a former linguist who now shelves books in a
university library. Bird knows to not ask too many questions, stand out too much, or stray too far. For a decade, their lives have been
governed by laws written to preserve “American culture” in the wake of years of economic instability and violence. To keep the peace
and restore prosperity, the authorities are now allowed to relocate children of dissidents, especially those of Asian origin, and libraries
have been forced to remove books seen as unpatriotic—including the work of Bird’s mother, Margaret, a Chinese American poet who
left the family when he was nine years old. Bird has grown up disavowing his mother and her poems; he doesn’t know her work or
what happened to her, and he knows he shouldn’t wonder. But when he receives a mysterious letter containing only a cryptic drawing,
he is pulled into a quest to find her. His journey will take him back to the many folktales she poured into his head as a child, through
the ranks of an underground network of librarians, into the lives of the children who have been taken, and finally to New York City,
where a new act of defiance may be the beginning of much-needed change.
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Student-Directed Learning (SDL) English

REQUIRED CHOICE READING:

JUNIOR students enrolled in SDL English should read ONE choice book from either the list established for

American Literature and Composition, Advanced American Literature and Composition,

OR AP Language and Composition for a total of ONE book.

SENIOR students enrolled in SDL English should read ONE choice book from either the list established for

British Literature and Composition OR AP Literature and Composition for a total of ONE book.

There is no required study guide, but students are encouraged to annotate significant plot events

and literary and language devices.
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